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Power amplifier ThivanLabs 211 Power Monoblock

SinGLe Ended Whit STEAM
It never ends – ThivanLabs, the Vietnamese specialist for tube
electronics and high-efficiency loudspeakers, surprises with one
interesting device after another.
Today: For when you want a little more

Traditionally, this is where my usual whining
about the borrowed and in particular the
weight of the massive “iron pigs” from
Vietnam would be printed, but I'm saving that
today and I'm more pleased that Mr. Thi came
up with the excellent idea of realizing his 211
power amplifier in mono construction. As
result, one of the blocks only weighs a wholly
insignificant 36 kilograms. In that sense,
vacation for the battered spine.

Even if the impressive power amplifier with
the brightly shining large transmitter tube are
of course no longer in such a spectacular
special offer area such as the integrated
amplifier “811 Anniversary”, with which the
success of ThivanLabs began with us - it is still
remarkable how moderate the pricing is here:
The pair of these mono blocks cost 6900
euros. Not bad for 72 kilograms of the finest
direct-heated single-ended Awesomeness.
Like all amplifiers from this manufacturer,
this concept is based on very classic circuit
principles, relying on a structurally simple
topology, generously dimensioned “iron” and
a generally fairly uncompromising selection
of components.
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The reward for the effort: around 45
impressive single-cycle watts, with
which one can also operate somewhat
more “normal” speakers than the
proven high-efficiency converters that
should normally be plugged into tubetype single ended blocks.
Let's tackle the horse from behind and
first take a look at the most visually
striking part of the ensemble: the
output tube 211. It is one of the most
frequently used transmitter tubes from
the early days of broadcasting. With an
anode power of 75 watts, it can
generate considerable high-frequency
output, depending on the operating
mode.
The
approximately
20
centimeter high and six centimeter
diameter glass bulb shines quite bright
when in operation, almost white,
which immediately reveals to the
connoisseur that the heater works with
a thoriated tungsten cathode. This is
the only way to realize such a
spectacular light show. If you want to
achieve the performance possible with
the 211, you have to operate it at least
partially in the so-called "A2" range.
This means that the control grid needs
to be subjected to significant amounts
of grid current, for which a powerful
driver arrangement is required.
ThivanLabs is happy to entrust this job
to a type 6V6 tetrode. This leaves the
area of pure triode theory, but uses a
powerful tube that is ideally suited for
this job. The voltage amplification
on the input side is the
responsibility of a tried and tested
double trio with an octal base,
which also comes from America: a
6SN7. That's it. Three tubes per
channel, that's all you need. This
creates the ideal conditions for
undisguised, pure tube sound. All
types of tubes used are relatively
unproblematic to buy in all
possible quality classes. With this
amplifier, ThivanLabs has again
demonstrated a fine hand for very
good equipment: The 211 comes
from the current Chinese Psvane
production, the other two are old
originals. You can be satisfied with
that, but there is still room for

improvement for the "Tube Roller".
Four generously dimensioned
inductances in the typical Thivan
gray shrink varnish outfit dominate
the impression on the cover plate
of the amplifier housing. The wood
look is realized with a wood
veneer, but with a visually quite
convincing one.
The output transformer, which is
one of the two heavyweights of the
device, is located at the rear right.
There are two mains transformers;
one is responsible for generating
the high voltage, one for the
considerable
heating
power
required. The last gray block in the
group is a choke filter for the highvoltage supply.

Teammates
Record player :
· TechDAS Air Force III / Reed 3p
Cartridge :
· DS Audio DS-E1
Phono preamps :
· DS Audio
Preamplifier :
· NEM PRA-5
· MalValve preamp three line
· Grandinote Genesi
Loudspeaker :
· DIY Mini Onken / Focal / JBL
· Cube Audio Nenuphar Mini
· Klang + Ton Ella

Comparision
Power amplifier :
· Silvercore Colector’s Edition

Above: This is how picture-perfect free
wiring works
Left: thanks to the mono construction,
there is no excessive crowding inside
the device
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Johnny Cash – American Recordings IV
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Gespieltes
Johnny Cash
American Recordings IV

Nina Simone
Live At The Village Gate

Anouar Brahem
Barzakh

John Coltrane
A Love Supreme

Tubes: 211, 6V6, 6SN7

The ensemble is supported by four rather
impressive oil paper capacitors, which
are also mounted with access to the fresh
air. All of this is once again fully
dimensioned to inspire confidence, an
impression that continues seamlessly
after the floor panel has been loosened.
The once again extremely well thoughtout and meticulously implemented
structure only requires the obligatory
Siebelkos circuit boards, everything else is
point to point wired. The quality of the
components is excellent across the board,
and we are pleased to see that the input
signal is routed through a transformer. On
the connection side there is a cinch and
an XLR socket, the latter, however, is
wired asymmetrically. You can choose
between the two with a toggle switch on
the back. There is a second one that is
responsible for the input sensitivity and
switches a voltage divider into the signal
path if necessary. Which configuration is
right for you depend on the amplification
of your pre-stage and the sensitivity of
your loudspeakers .
The blocks only have a single loudspeaker
connection for all impedances; the
pending power is identical for all loads
within certain limits. There is not much
else to operate except for the power
switch that clicks to inspire confidence.
As the owner of these magnificent
blocks, you have nothing to do with the
quiescent current setting or similar
inconvenience, the output tube is
permanently set in this regard. The
amplifier shows in measurement the
distortion behavior to be expected from
such a concept: The distortion increases
unabashedly with the modulation.

Measured
Comment on measurement
technology
The distortion measurement across the
output line at eight ohms shows exactly
what one expects from such an amplifier:
distortion that increases linearly with the
level. If you were to define the usual 0.7
percent as the upper limit, the device
would only produce five watts, but if you
break away from such notions, it's more
than 40. Otherwise, the Thivans are
perfectly fine: They deliver a whopping
78 decibels (A. ) Signal-to-noise ratio at
five watts into eight ohms, channel
separation cannot be measured due to
the design. The power consumption is a
consistently high 231 VA per channel that is the price of consistent Class A
operation.

If you exceed the 40 watt mark, it can
easily get into double digits. This is a
fact that is typical for Class A
amplifiers in grid mode and that no
longer frighten me at all, on the
contrary: This behavior may well be
partly responsible for the excellent
sound of such concepts.

The high voltage is sifted with large
oil paper capacitors

There are no major features on the back
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Despite the transformer-coupled
inputs, the Thivan mono blocks are
the only amplifiers that I have not
been able to persuade to run
completely hum-free on my NEM
preamplifier.
With
MalValves
preamp three line, however, there
were no related problems, neither
with the Gradinote Genesi, which
were waiting to be used. When it
came to choosing the best-fitting
loudspeaker, I also had a little
surprise: The combination with the
Nenuphar
Mini
cube
audio
broadband loudspeakers recognized
elsewhere in this issue was a seldom
hit. The full, colorful character of the
mono blocks matched the slightly
increasing tonality of the cubes like a
fist, the bottom line being a real
fireworks display. In the bass, the
full-range drivers pushed in a way I
couldn't manage with any other
combination, the vocal area just
oozed with fervor and expression.

It was so good that after a long time I
even managed the complete American
Recordings IV by Johnny Cash again,
which I actually no longer thought
possible thanks to overdosing. Anouar
Brahem's Oud sounded uniquely
intense and yet intimate, Nina Simone
sang as if Sie‘s was only doing it for me.
Great music reproduction that I will
think about for a long time is made
possible by these really fantastic
amplifiers.

This transformer decouples
the input signal

Thivan Labs 211 Power Monoblock
Thivan Labs
211 Power
Monoblock
k
» Nothing sounds like great single-ended
Tube amplifier. If proof was required,
Thivan's 211 monos compete with force
and passion.

· Paarpreis:
ca. 6900 Euro
· Vertrieb:
TCG GmbH, Nordhorn
· Telefon:
05921 7884927
· Internet:
thivanlabs.de
· Garantie:
2 Jahre
· Abmessungen: 450 x 290 x 380 mm (BxHxT)
· Gewicht:
ca. 36 kg pro Kanal

The stable supply relies on
plenty of sieve capacity

l

Test l 65

